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RESBYTERIAN MEN 


SERVING CHRIST AND THE 


Men’s Convention Held in Atlanta 


CHURCH 


Is Great Success 


Tremendous Crowd of Southern Presbyterians from All Areas Joins in Enthusiastic and Inspiring Meeting 


From the keynote by James A. Jones 
to the final 
by C. 


moments of dedication ‘led 

Fulton, the 
Atlanta was a tre- 
the rush 
and crowding of the opening registra- 
tion to the final 
the 
its report of 


Darby Presbyterian 
men’s convention in 
mendous inspiration. From 
mad scramble to 
Convention Daily 


addresses on to 


set 
with 
eatch 
train, plane, bus or private car, it was 


a copy of 


strenuous. 


Beyond the Goal 


The 
5,000 


convention went well past the 
Midnight the first night 
showed a total paid registration of 
3,511. in addition, hundreds more 
poured in on Saturday and Sunday, most 
of whom paid no registration; besides 
these there were hundreds more from 
Atlanta who came in as visitors. 


goal. 


All in all, the convention pro- 
nounced the finest in the church’s his- 
tory. The speakers, the side attrac- 
the exhibits of the 
church’s work confronted these several 
thousand with information 
mission and _ present 
achievements which many of them knew 
little about before. They came wonder- 
ing, apprehensive, uncertain; they left 
proud of their church and its work 
and inspired to dig in at home to make 
their part of it better than they have 
ever done before. 

These hard a stirring call to 
dedication from the lips of many speak- 
Wallace M. Alston, in three ap- 
peals, pointed them to the inescapable 
commitment. James A. Jones described 


was 


tions, elaborate 


men about 


their church’s 


men 


ers: 


the challenge men face but he said, ‘‘We - 


shall not do much for the chureh in 


the world, or for the church in the 
South until we do more for the church 
just down the street 


live.”’ 


from where we 


Calls to Union 


Stirring calls to unity—and to union 
were given by Governor Youngdahl, 
Wilbur LaRoe, Jr., and Roe Bartle. The 
Governor, in a strong presentation of 
the Christian claims, said ‘‘Non-Chris- 
tians remain unimpressed by our efforts 
because we do not work together for 
common purposes.” Mr. LaRoe de- 
clared, “It is nothing less than a sin 
that we have the Presbyterian church 
divided between north and south. 
So far as articles of faith are concerned, 
I doubt very much whether there are 
greater differences of faith 
(Continued on page 3.) 


between 











Letters to the Editors 





Says Trustees Have Right to Discriminate 








Check on Commandments Urged 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Though not so interested in a matter in 
a synod so far away, I have long wanted 
to express an opinion in regard to the 
matter of Thornwell Orphanage. 

I realize fully that any trustees of a 
charity, when money is given for some 
particular and specific charity, have the 
fullest right to “discriminate” in the ad- 
ministering of the funds, giving help only 
for those for whom the funds were given. 
It would seem that, in that respect, those 
who have made “the unjust discrimina- 
tion” are fully within their rights. 

But in regard to what has been said in 
defense of the discrimination, I would ask: 
To which commandment, when “The Lord 
spake all these words, saying” was the 
statement in reference when the Lord 
stated to Israel that “visiting the iniquity 
of the fathers upon the children unto the 
third and fourth generation” was his al- 
mighty law? Was it the second or the 
seventh commandment? 

About what sins did our merciful Savior 
speak the words of excoriation in the 
twenty third chapter of Matthew's Gospel? 
Was it the “spiritual infidelity” of the 
prophets or the physical infidelity of the 
seventh commandment to which he re- 
ferred in the terrible words of John 8:44? 

I would be the last person on earth to 
condone or to excuse the sin which they 
wish to visit on innocent children. But 
there are so many sins which we commit, 
and some of the “respectable sins” so an- 
nihilating to the welfare of others. I won- 
der if the God and Savior who welcomed 
sinners would ever make the decision 
which society has made as to which sin 
is “more heinous in the sight of God than 
others.” 

NELL LAPHAM 

Oklahoma City. 


Just Say ‘‘Mister’’ 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Mr. Ward's letter concerning 
of the word “reverend” as a title of a 
minister (OUTLOOK, Oct. 10) was good. 
This usage is obviously a vestige from our 
Roman Catholic pre-Reformation back- 
ground, in which a priest was (and still 
is) held in reverence. 

The word is just as obviously the stem 
of the gerundive form of the verb which 
we translate “revere,” brought over into 
English unchanged, and meaning “that is 
to be, or ought to be, revered,” just as the 
word “reverent” is the stem of the active 
form of the present participle of the same 


the use 


word, meaning “revering.” Thus, by 
substituting equivalents: The “revering” 
(God) congregation listened, while the 
(man) “who ought to be revered” was 
preaching. The word “reverend” does not 


describe a minister's office or his 
though it may suggest 
what he ought to be. 

Whether it is ever right for a mere man 
to be revered, maybe some scholar who 
is both lexicographer and theologian will 
tell us. In Hebrews 12:9 (A. S. V.) the 
word “reverence” is used to indicate chil- 
dren’s regard for parents: but the Greek 
word is different from that which is trans- 
lated “reverence” in the 28th verse of the 
same chapter, where it means godly fear 
“Reverence” as a verb, found in Eph. 5:33, 
to express a wife’s regard for her husband 
in the King James version is not so trans- 
lated in the A. S. V. And no wonder. The 
Greek word Is “phobeo"”! 


work; 
in the superlative 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as second-class matter, June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va. 


the act of March 3, 1879. 
Richmond 19, Virginia. 


I have never liked the word “reverend” 
as a title, especially when applied to me. 
It calls for so much more than I can de- 
liver. 

N. P. FARRIOR. 

Pink Hill, N. C. 

®EDITORS’ NOTE—One simple step in 
line with Mr. Farrior’s and Mr. Ward’s 
Suggestion: Let all who share their feel- 
ing cease to use the term. Just address 


with clocks is being made by Dr. Stanley 
I. Stuber, Director of Promotion, Church 
World Service. The symbo] of the 1950 
concerted appeal of the major denomina- 
tions, which will be held on Sunday, March 
12, 1950, will be a church steeple with a 
clock—the hands of which point to the 
hour of eleven. 

Dr. Stuber desires new glossies, suitable 
for printing, along with a 300-500 word 
article of the history of the church, If 
the steeple or clock has any special sig- 
nificance in the life of the church he would 
like to have this stressed. The picture 
must be taken at eleven o'clock in order 
to catch the significance of the ‘One Great 
Hour of Sharing.” 

The pictures selected as the best will be 





the letter to the minister: Mr. . 


Steeple With Clock 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 
A request for pictures of church steeples 214 E 


used in a series of articles. They should 
be sent during November or December to 
Pr. Stuber. 

CHURCH WORLD SERVICE. 
. 21st St., New York 10. 





@ On page 9 of this issue is a down-to-earth appeal which 


every one of the 27,000 deacons in the church ought to read 


DEACONS, AWAKE! 


By Kenneth J. Foreman 


Among other things, Dr. Foreman says: 


‘If you want the grace of liberality when the next Every Member 
Canvass comes around, don’t wait till the preacher reminds you that 


it’s next month.’’ (Dr. Foreman tells the Deacons what to do— 
now. ) 


How can these officers ‘‘develop the grace of liberality ?”’ 
‘‘How bring missions alive?’’ He shows how. 


‘‘It is the deacons who ought to know more than anyone else in 
the congregation about visual aids.’’ 


‘“Let the people know, let the people see! The deacons who do 
this will not need to do any preaching or arguing... .’’ 


DON’T LET YOUR DEACONS MISS THIS! 
Here is our offer: 


Because every Deacon ought to have this article and the other 
week-by-week articles of like inspiration, church funds could well 
be used to send all Deacons in vour echureh THE OUTLOOK for an 
introductory period. 


Take advantage of our 


34 Weeks for $2 


Special offer to new subscribers. 


%end the entire list of Deacons to us and tell us who is to get the bill 
for these 34-weeks subscriptions—beginning with ‘‘IEACONS, 
AWAKE!"’ You’ll never regret it. 
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Laymen Applaud Bartle’s 
Call for Reunion of 
Presbyterians 


LAYMEN 
(Continued from cover.) 
Northern Presbyterians and Southern 
Presbyterians than there are between 
the Southern Presbyterians themselves 
or between the Northern Presbyterians 
themselves.”’ 

Roe Bartle, Kansas City, and a South- 
ern Presbyterian son of a Southern 
Presbyterian minister, drew tremendous 
applause when he said, ‘I crave a re- 
union of all who proudly call them- 
selves Presbyterians in one great fam- 
ily.”’ 

William M. Elliott made men see that 
what they do depends upon how fully 
and completely they offer up themselves 
to a genuine following of Christian 
ways 


Judd and Rusk 


Walter H. Judd and Dean Rusk made 
clear the involvement of Christian prin- 
ciples in world relationships today and 
the need to follow through with well 
established support to back these prin- 
ciples. 


LINES — Men 
from all parts of 
the church 
crowded the reg- 
istration lines to 
begin the finest 
such meeting in 
the church’s his- 
tory. Here they 
are trying to find 


their hotel as- 


signments. 





THE CONVENTION DAILY 


At presstime it seemed that all 
copies of The Convention Daily which 
was published by THE OUTLOOK 
were already sold; the supply ex- 
hausted. However, if additional 
copies were available they would be 
supplied as long as they lasted. Many 
laymen and ministers were having 
bulk lots of the daily 8-page paper 
sent to their churches for wide dis- 
tribution. 











John S. Bonnell stirred his hearers 
deeply to see their place of opportunity 
in the church’s work today. James L. 
Fowle, in his Sunday morning sermon, 
pointed them to the one resource of 
faith and life in Christ. W. Taliaferro 
Thompson moved them deeply as he 
pointed out that a man’s first responsi- 
bility is to his home and family. 
Finally, in the closing session, men 
heard Bartle and Fulton. Bartle closed 
with a paraphrase: “There'll always 
be a Southern Presbyterian Church, and 
my Presbyterianism shall be free, if 
your church means as much to you, as 
my great church means to me.’ (He 


Fulton Calls Men to Complete 
Dedication of Selves 
To Task 


explained later, when questioned about 
the insertion of the word ‘Southern’ 
which did not show in the printed re- 
port furnished in advance, that this was 
an inadvertance; he had meant to say 
‘*Presbyterian’’; not “Southern Presby- 
terian.’’) 


Pledge of Dedication 


Then Dr. Fulton led the dedication 
service against the background of world 
need and challenge, calling men to offer 
up themselves completely and unre- 
servedly. <A closing pledge led by Nat 
K. Reiney and Jos. B. Fraser and joined 
in by all the men, called for greater 
dedication of time, talent and money 
to the church’s great mission. 

One surprise in the program was the 
presentation of a new automobile to 
S. J. Patterson, men’s work leader, with 
contributions going to the car’s pur- 
chase by enthusiastic delegates. 

Men wanted to know when the next 
convention would be; why haven’t we 
been having these? Can’t it be next 
year? Nobody knew—just yet. 











Reorganization Plan 
Generally. Approved 
In All Church Bodies 


General Council, in Second Meeting, 
Continues to Make Plan Effective 


Synods and presbyteries throughout 
the church are conforming their organi- 
zations to that approved by the last As 
sembly, it was reported to the General 
Council at its recent meeting. In some 
cases changes have not yet been made 
but committees are at work on the de 
tails for the change-over. 

The Council, meeting in Atlanta, in- 
structed its budget committee to survey 
the 
costs covering a 


the various agencies on matter of 
administration 
of several years, the report to be made 


at the Council’s next meeting April 25 


period 


Asked to clarify ‘‘Recommendation 
57” of the reorganization plan, the 
Council approved an_ interpretation 


which gives the Board of Education re- 
sponsibility for all adult education and 
looks to it for the coordination of all 
adult education planning 


Presbyterian Building in Atlanta 


Edward D. Grant, executive secretary 
of the Board of Education, stated that 
the board ‘“‘would like to establish a 
Presbyterian building and bookstore in 
Atlanta.”’ 
could house the Presbyterian 
which are Atlanta. The 
Council’s executive committee and the 
Board of Education will confer on this 
matter and report to the Council 
meeting. 

The next Assembly will be asked by 
the Council to change the name of its 
budget committee to the “Stewardship 
and Budget Committee.”’ 

The following persons were named as 
additional members of the program com- 
mittee: One representative from each of 
the Assembly’s five Boards; one each 
from the Council’s sub-committees on 
research, budget and publicity; Holmes 
Rolston, editor-in-chief of the Board of 
Education; J. Rupert McGregor, Mon- 
treat, N. C.; Joseph W. Conyers, Gaines- 
ville, Fla.; Hugh Hamilton, Orlando, 
Fla.; W. Priestly Conyers, III, More 
head City, N. C.; and one other to be 
added. Other members of this commit- 
tee. who form the executive committee, 
are: Jas. A. Jones, C. J. Hollandsworth, 
J. L. Fowle, J. R. Neal, W. A. L. Sibley. 


Such a building, he said, 
agencies 


located in 


next 


Research Committee Named 


The research committee had the fol- 


lowing members added to it: Lee M. 
Brooks, Chapel Hill, N. C.; Philip F. 
Howerton, Charlotte, N. C.; William 


Witherspoon, St. Louis, Mo. This com- 
mittee, which also includes J. N. 
Thomas, T. P. Johnston, Wm. C. Robin- 
son and T. K. Young, will meet in Jan- 
uary to begin its work. 


+ 


The Council has authorized the re- 
search committee to employ a director 
of research, subject to the approval of 
the Council's executive committee. 

The publicity committee recom- 
mended, with approval, that the annual 
stewardship essay contest be abandoned. 
It had the following members added: 
George Goodwin, Atlanta newspaper- 
man; R. S. Reynolds, Fountain City, 
Tenn.; Willis Osborn, Atlanta; DeWitt 
Reddick, Austin, Texas; W. A. Benfield, 
Jr., Louisville. 


i .blic Relation Budget Approved 


The Council voted to set up a public 
relations department, employing a direc- 
tor, with a $10,000 annual budget. This 
department will be expected to direct 
all necessary phases of public relations, 


including newspaper releases, feature 
stories, radio spots, audio-visual ma- 
terials, and all other promotional ma- 


terials related to the advancing program 
of the church. 

In response to an inquiry from the 
Board of Annuities regarding the elec- 
tion of new members to the Assembly’s 
Boards, the Council expressed its judg- 
ment that ‘‘in electing new members... 
prior service should be disregarded.” 
The last Assembly limited service on 
these Boards. 

Status of the Program of 
now at the half-way point in its five-year 
effort, was noted. 


Progress, 


Hodges Named General 
Council Secretary 


Bob S. Hodges, Jr., Rogersville, 
Tenn., minister, will become the as- 
sociate secretary of the General Coun- 


cil of the 
with J. G 
tary. 

J. R. MeCain, chairman of the Coun- 
cil, made the announcement. Mr. Hodges 
begins his new work November 15. 


General Assembly, 
Patton, Jr., 


working 
executive secre- 


USA Moderator Says Church 
Must Become ‘‘Big Business’’ 

Atlanta, Ga. (RNS)—Churches must 
become big business or lose out, Clif- 
ford E. Barbour, Moderator of the Pres- 
byterian Church, USA, told a meeting 
of Presbyterian churches here. 

There are two groups competing for 
control of men's souls, he said. 

“On those who would 
capture men’s convictions so they can 
control their loyalties and direct their 
behavior to secure the power and wealth 
sought by their selfish leaders. On the 
other side is the church. 

“The advantage seems to be on the 
side of the materialists, but there seems 
to be a stirring in the mulberry tree,” 
Dr. Barbour continued. 

“Never before in the span of my life 
have I seen so much interest in the 
things that are the church. What we 
need today is a resurgence of spiritual 
realities and an application to the prob- 
lems of the world. 

“If we are going to win this conflict 


one side are 


against the powers that want to con- 
trol men’s souls for selfish reasons we've 
got to become big business!’’ 


Horton Reports Progress in 
Locating Cause of Divisions 


New York. (RNS)—Progress in lo- 
cating the main difference which divides 
the Protestant, Catholic and Orthodox 
Churches was reported by Prof. Walter 
M. Horton of Oberlin College at a meet- 
ing of the American Theological Com- 
mittee here. 

Addressing the 20-man group, Dr. 
Horton said that theologians, after two 
decades of international discussion, 
had finally ‘‘hit the bed-rock systematic 
difference in the concept of the church” 
and that now “the constructive build- 
ing can go on.” 

He explained that the fundamental 
cleavage between the churches is em- 
phasis on historical church continuity 
versus emphasis on direct personal re- 
lations with the Divine. 

“Kither of 
to their 
stroy 


these emphases, 
conclusion, would de- 
Christianity—-and the churches 
are beginning to find it out,” he said. 

“Theologians, working through the 
World Council of Churches, can achieve 
a synthesis between these two opposing 
emphases,’’ he added. 

Dr. Horton pointed to the opportunity 
for synthesis in the four volumes on 
the doctrine of the church now being 
prepared for the Faith and Order As- 
sembly of the World Council of 
Churches, scheduled to be held in Lund, 
Sweden, in 1952. 


pushed 
logical 


“The last of these volumes,’’ he said, 
“may well build the foundations foi 
a unity of Protestant and Orthodox 
churches which will be closer than ever 
before in history.’’ 


Newberry Is Elected 
Snedecor Synod Moderator 


E. E. Newberry, pastor of the Trinity 
church, Decatur, Ga., was elected moder- 
ator of the Snedecor Memorial Synod 
at its meeting in the First church, 
Scotlandville, La., this fall. Mr. New- 
berry succeeds J. H. M. Boyce, Houston, 
Texas, who preached the opening ser- 
mon. 

Synod bowed in prayer for the fam- 
ily of the late J. Louie Logan, whose 
death was announced by A. R. Batche- 
lor, director of the Assembly’s Negro 
Work Program. Mr. Logan was a mem- 
ber of Nashville Presbytery. He died 
at Marion, N. C., Sept. 12. 

Representatives of the church’s work 
visited the synod and delivered ad- 
dresses on different aspects of the pro- 
gram. These included: Mes. A: Lk, 
Devarieste, tield worker for the women 
of Snedecor Synod; Mrs. John L. 
Parkes, of the Board of Women’s Work; 
Bernard A. MeclIlhany, of the Board of 
Annuities and Relief; A. R. Batchelor: 
and L. W. Bottoms, regional director. 

MOSES E. JAMES. 

New Orleans, La. 
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How 


eNOTE—Some years ago, while in 
the pastorate, the editor tuned in on 
Dr. Kerr’s afternoon service coming 
from the Shadyside Presbyterian church 
in Pittsburgh where he was then pastor. 
He heard the sermon which appears on 
this page. It made a tremendous im- 
pression upon him, as, he thinks, it will 
upon you. Recently he asked Dr. Kerr, 
now pastor emeritus of Shadyside, to 
provide a copy of this sermon for use in 
these columns which he has graciously 
consented to do. 


“On the east were three gates; and on 
the north three gates; and on the south 
three gates; and on the west three 
gates.”—-Rev. 21:13. 


HIS IS AN inspired poet’s descrip- 
tion of the way of salvation. It is 
an appeal to the imagination and, 

according to Napoleon, if you would lead 
men you must appeal to their imagina- 
tions. The prophet is speaking not of 
a place but of a people, a redeemed peo- 
ple. He is thinking not about a city 
but about citizenship. He is thinking 
in terms of the Home of the Soul, to 
which the ransomed of the Lord shall 
come. It is a vision, a revelation, a pic- 
ture of redemption. 

The interesting thing about the pic- 
ture is that the gates of the city are 
flung wide to all the world. There are 
twelve gates; on the east three, on the 
west three, on the north three, and on 
the south three; and they are never shut 
at all by day, and there is no night 
there. They are open to all who will 
come, and the picture that is presented 
to us is of open gates from which paths 
lead down to the very feet of those to 
whom the invitation is sent. 


Each Has His Own Path 


There are as many paths to the city 
of God as there are persons. The way 
of salvation is beautiful in its variety 
and unified in its goal. The way down 
into the dark is broad and the multi- 
tudinous crowd jostle one another as 
they surge forward in their downward, 
thoughtless career. There is a monotany 
about sin when one thinks about it. 
The steps that lead down are the same 
for every man who chooses evil. The 
way up to the light is straight and nar- 
row. Each man travels his own path 
and comes over his own road to the 
Savior. His experience is his own and 
is unlike that of any other man. Paul 
and Augustine, Moody and Wesley, 
Phillips Brooks and Horace Bushnell 
find Christ each in his own way and hear 
him speaking to them each in his own 
tongue. This is the thought that is in 
My mind as we approach the theme, 
“How to Become a Christian.’”’ We are 
so apt to demand that everyone shall 
have the same experience, come over the 
same path. and enter in at the same 
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to Become a Christian 


By HUGH THOMSON KERR 
* 


gate. While it is true that we all find 
refuge in the same Christ, each of us 
comes to him over a separate path which 
winds and winds until we find ourselves 
at his feet. 

Jesus himself made this thought 
plain, and the evangelist who records 
his parables places the teaching so that 
we may not miss the contrast. Our Lord 
tells us that “the kingdom of heaven 
is like unto a treasure hidden in the 
field; which a man found, and hid; and 
in his joy he goeth and selleth all that 
he hath, and buyeth that field.’’ He 
was not looking for any hidden treas- 
ure; he stumbled upon it unaware. It 
was the great surprise of his life when 
his plowshare buried itself in the hidden 
wealth. Nevertheless, it was his dis- 
covery and in his joy he sacrifices all 
that he may possess. 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like 
unto a man that is a merchant seeking 
goodly pearls; and having found one 
pearl of great price, he went and sold 
all that he had, and bought it.” This 
man finds his treasure not by accident 
or by surprise, but after long and in- 
tensive searching and seeking. It is 
the result of conscious discovery. The 
one man is surprised into wealth, the 
other has searched for it. So it is with 
redemption. There are those who come 
into the experience of salvation after 
long and anxious search. The words 
that express their experience are such 
as these: 


“Finding, following keeping, struggling, 
Is he sure to bless? 

Saints, apostles, prophets, martyrs, 
Answer, ‘Yes.’ ”’ 


There are others who are surprised 
into faith. Some day they turn the 
corner and look into the face of the 
Master, and from that day are His cap- 
tives forever. Their experience is ex- 
pressed in words such as these: 


“T sought the Lord, and afterward I 
knew 

He moved my soul to seek him, seeking 
me: 

It was not I that found, O Savior true; 

No, I was found of Thee.”’ 


The danger is that we are always 
forcing our own experience upon others, 
while Jesus takes us where we are and 
as we are and leads us into his own 
presence. Dr. Morrison of Glasgow said 
that he would like to write a hymn 
which would begin with the words, 
“Just WHERE I am, without one plea. 
O Lamb of God, T come.” 


IT. The West Gates 


There are those who enter the king- 
dom through the gates that face the 
west. The west is the place of the 


storms, the tempest, the thunder cloud, 
and it is the usual setting under which 
the way of salvation is presented. It 
is the way that has been made familiar 
to multitudes by the immortal language 
and imagery of John Bunyan. John 
Bunyan’s Pilgrim enters the kingdom 
through the west gate. He travels up- 
ward with his burden of sin upon his 
back and with the cry in his heart, 
“What must I do to be saved?” That 
burden of sin bears down upon him un- 
til he stands before the cross, where he 
finds his burden fall from off his back 
and roll off and down into the open 
sepulcher. Millions of people, among 
whom are some of us, have entered into 
the experience of forgiveness through 
the west gate. It is a way that has 
great authority. 

It was through the west gate that 
Paul entered and Augustine and most 
of our Puritan and covenanting fathers. 
It is the way of revivals which have 
swept through the church and led thou- 
sands into the experience of grace. It 
is the way of moral revolution and 
spiritual conversion where the soul 
brought under conviction of sin cries 
out unto God for mercy. “Depth of 
mercy! Can there be mercy still re- 
served for me?” 

We thank God for the west gate 
through which the burdened sinner can 
come with all the intolerable load which 
bears down upon him and find healing 
and pardon before the cross of Christ 
as he breathes out the prayer, “Nothing 
in my hand I bring; simply to thy cross 
IT cling.’”” There are many today who, 
if they are ever to come to Christ and 
become Christians and find rest unto 
their souls, must come in through the 
west gate confessing their sins and 
claiming pardon in the name of him who 
loved us and gave himself for us. 


Tl. The North Gates 


There are those who enter the king- 
dom through the gates that face the 
north. The north is the place of the 
cold, where the chilling experiences of 
life are met. The north represents the 
ealeculating and intellectual disposition 
which demands a reasonable faith. They 
must know and understand. Things 
must be clear to them. They take their 
place beside Nicodemus and say in the 
presence of the religious mysteries 
which perplex and bewilder our intellec- 
tual life, ‘‘How can these things be?’’ 
They stand beside Thomas and sym- 
pathize with his mandate, “Except I 
shall see in his hands the print of the 
nails, and put my finger into the print 
of the nails. and put my hand into his 
side. I will not believe.’’ 

T have great sympathy for those who 
approach religion from the intellectual 
side. If they are ever to be won for 
Christ, they must be won to give their 
mind as well as their heart. and it is 


5 








one of the supreme things about the 
Christian faith that it can command the 
intellect of the best of men. 

We remember the scientist. George 
John Romanes, and the winding path 
over which he traveled until at last he 
came in through the north gate. In the 
midst of his scientific and philosophic 
studies he came to the conclusion that 
religion was a myth and that there was 
no need for faith in any Divine Being. 
He wrote a book entitled ‘‘A Candid Ex- 
amination of Theism,”’ and in that book 
he said: ‘‘There can 
doubt that the existence of a 
wholly unnecessary to explain 
the phenomena of the universe—no 
more doubt than if I let go of my pen 
it will fall upon the table.” 
very honest and hopeless confession of 
his unbelief. Later in life, however, he 
changed his mind, which is just another 
way of saying that he repented, and 
wrote another book entitled ‘‘A Candid 
Examination of Religion.”” He _ con- 
fessed his allegiance to the Christian 
faith, quoting the familiar words, ‘‘The 
mind has a thousand eyes and the heart 
but one; yet the light of a whole life 
dies when love is done.” ‘‘Love,”’ he 
said, “is known to be all this. How 
great then is Christianity as being the 
religion of love and causing men to be- 
lieve both in the cause of love’s su- 
premacy and that infinity of God’s love 
to men?” He had entered through the 
north gate into a satisfactory and rea 
sonable Christian experience. 

It was through the north gate that 
Robert Browning entered. and he con- 
fessed that the acknowledgment of God 
in Christ solved for him all questions 
in the world and out of it. There are 
multitudes today who, if they are ever 
to find satisfaction in the Christian life 
must he satisfied in the same way that 
Thomas and Romanes 
and Browning were satisfied, and in the 
midst of our perplexing intellectual 
problems the Lord Jesus Christ stands 


no longer be any 
God is 
any of 


It was a 


Nicodemus and 


and says, ‘“‘Come unto me, and ye shall 
find rest to your souls.” 


Wl. The South Gates 


There are those who enter the 
dom that 
south. place of the 


king- 
through ithe 

The south is the 
and the 
winsome ways of spring. It is the land 
of little children; of flowers and blos- 
soms and all the loveliness of nature \ 
multitude whom no man 
has come to Christ out of this summer 
land and entered through the 
gate. It was through the south 
that I came to Christ: it is through the 
south gate I imagine 
those who read 
into their 
Timothy have known the Scrip 
tures from their childhood and hav: 
come as sweetly and as naturally into 
the love of Christ as they come into the 
love of their parents. 

Tertullian, one of the fathers of the 


gates face the 


summer sunshine wooing and 


can number 
south 
gate 
the majority of 
have come 
Like 


these lines 
Christian 


they 


experience. 


early church, speaks of those who are 
naturally Christian. There ate many 
such and they belong to our Christian 
homes: mén like Timothy and Henry 
Drummond, women like Lydia whose 
heart opened to the coming of her Lord 
as a blossom opens into flower before 
the summer sunshine. Paul once stood 
before the chief captain and proclaimed 
his Roman citizenship. The surprised 
soldier said: ‘‘Art thou a Roman? With 
a great price obtained I this liberty.” 
Paul replied: ‘“‘But I am _ free born.” 
There are many who have been free 
born into the kingdom of God. They 
belong to a great multitude that might 
be called ‘“‘once born’’ who have come 
naturally and normally without revolu- 
tion of religious experience into the 
Christian faith. They have been so 
trained and nurtured that when they 
see him there is no other beauty in life 
to be desired apart from him, and their 
song is: 


“Fair is the sunshine, 

Fairer still the moonlight, 

And all the twinkling, starry host: 

Jesus shines brighter, Jesus’. shines 
purer, 

Than all the angels heaven can boast.” 


IV. The East Gates 


There are those who enter the king- 
dom through the gates that face east. 
In the language of the Bible the east 
is the place of the desert where the sand 
drift and the treeless waste speak of the 
sorrow and disappointment and loneli- 
ness of life, and there are those who 
come to Christ through the east gate, 
led to him by the experience of empti- 
ness which lies like a great burden upon 
their hearts. 

There are multitudes of 
whom life spells failure: 
are empty and who face disappointed 
hopes and broken purposes. Suddenly 
they find in Christ a full and complete 
satisfaction. He becomes to them the 
bread which satisfies their hunger and 
the water of life which quenches the 
thirst of their spirits. On the dresser 
of a woman who took her own life in 
a hotel, was found the note, ‘‘Sometimes 
my heart aches and sometimes my head 
aches.” 


people to 
whose hearts 


That is an oft-repeated story, 
and to such the Savior comes with heal- 
ing and redeeming power. 

There are many who are living in the 
east in the place of the desert and the 
sand drift. It was out of the east that 
the rich young ruler came to Jesus say- 
ing, ‘‘What lack I yet?” 
thing that the world could give him. 
Every word that describes him is 
freighted with richness. He had youth 
on his side, he had power and influence 
in his possession, he had great wealth 
at his disposal. he is called the ‘“‘rich 
young ruler,”’ and yet his life lacked 
something which youth nor wealth noi 
worldly power could ever give him. His 
cry to Jesus was, ‘‘What lack I yet?” 

There is no burden comparable to an 
empty life, and Christ comes to supply 
and satisfy the deepest hunger of the 


He had every- 


heart. He is the completion and com- 
plement of every human life. He is 
what every man needs to fully satisfy 
the thirst of his spirit. We are told 
that Michael Angelo found a block of 
Carrara marble that had been spoiled by 
some bungling workmen and had been 
left in the quarry, and that he took it 
and made the very mutilation of the 
marble subservient to his great artistic 
purpose, and gave us the great statue 
of David which stands today in Florence. 
That is what a master can do. In a far 
nobler and higher sense he whom we 
call Master can use the very failures 
and disappointments which darken our 
lives and make them subservient to his 
great purpose of redemption. 
+. * * 

You see, I have tried to be very 
simple. I have avoided the use of theo- 
logical language which is familiar to 
some, true for all of us, but perplexing 
to many. It was the way Jesus took 
with men. He was always simple and 
always very real. He said to those who 
were drawn to him, ‘‘Follow me,” “‘Come 
to me,”’ ‘Abide with me,’’ and later on 
they found a theology and a creed and 
a cross, but they started out by follow- 
ing him whom they called Lord. The 
earliest creed that we find in the New 
Testament is expressed in three words, 
“Jesus is Lord.” I wish I could make 
religion simple enough for a little child 
to understand; simple enough for a 
man perplexed by his philosophy so that 
he would take the first step. 

There is in Europe a bridge upon each 
pier of which there is a statue of Christ 
the Lord. He is represented as a shep- 
herd. a sower, a physician, a pilot, a 
earpenter. As the men and women and 
little children pass and re-pass they 
pause in adoration before the Christ who 
holds their hearts. The shepherd waits 
in silence before the Christ who speaks 
to him as a shepherd: the farmer before 
him who is the great sower of the gospel 
seed: the sailor pauses before the pilot; 
the laberer before the carpenter: and 
the sick and the sorrowful before him 
who called himself the physician. the 
great physician of men’s souls. It is 4 
picture of the various ways by which 
we are attracted to him whom we call 
Lord. 


Adequate for Every Life 


I wish I could make religion attrac- 
tive to men and to little children. It 
is too often presented in hard and re- 
pellent language. I wish I could show 
you the Christ who is the complement 
and completion of every life and who 
brings to a complete coronation every 
human soul that trusts him. If I could 
show vou Christ as he really is in al! 
his beauty and in 
of his invitation. 
where 


the alluring appeal 
you would rise from 
are and go to him. You 
would find the path that leads up to the 
gate of the city of God starting from 
your very feet. You would not delay. 
you would not debate, you would not 


you 
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EDITORIAL 


The Richardson Case 

We believe the church will approve 
the general tenor of the report of the 
General Assembly's Judicial Commission 
on the Richardson (OUTLOOK, 
Nov. 7), even though questions 
still remain unanswered. 

Everyone will rejoice that it contains 
a full and complete disavowal of any 
intention to include Mrs. Richardson in 
the original character charges The 
Richardson family and the court itself 
did not so understand, and it is well to 
have both the agencies public disavowal 
of any such intent, and the Commission’s 
statement of regret ‘‘that any state- 
ments in the pleadings or the briefs of 





case 


some 


the agencies and trustees were inter 
preted, or could have have been inter- 
preted, as charging Mrs. Mary Lynn 


Richardson with fraud.” 


Anyone who has followed the case 


carefullv or taken the trouble to read 
the court’s decision, will recognize with 
and 


“the 


Assemblies 
that 
findings and decrees dismissed all char 


previous General now 


with the Commission courts’ 
acter charges and all charges of inten 


tional fraud against H. Smith Richard- 


8 


son and Lunsford Richardson, Jr., and 
the Vick Chemical Company and against 
Mrs. Mary Lynn Richardson, if any were 
made against her.’’ But in the light of 
certain widespread misunderstandings 
and of rumors which have been caused 
to circulate, it is well to have this re- 
affirmed, and particularly good to have 
the Commission emphasize, ‘‘Since the 
courts that tried the case were courts 
of final and competent jurisdiction, the 
Commission holds that the findings and 
decrees should be given full faith and 
credit by all parties concerned and by 
the church at large.”’ Perhaps this 
statement should have been underlined 
by the Commission as by us. The whole 
matter has been kept alive in part be- 
eause of whispers, for which, it is now 
clear, there was no basis, and which this 
statement should finally and completely 
terminate. To make this doubly sure, 
the report adds: ‘“‘The Commission 
wishes to underscore and emphasize the 
decisions of the courts that no member 
of the Richardson family was guilty of 
fraud. We deeply reret the embarrass- 
ment and injury suffered by the 
Richardson family and’’—note this-— 
“by our church.” 

If the bodies had 
their way clear to make a simple state- 
ment of this sort after the courts had 
dismissed all character charges, the 
hurt and the damages done both to the 


responsible seen 


Richardson family and to the church 
would have been repaired long before 
this. 


The Richardson family, as we under- 
stand it, has never questioned the rights 
of the church agencies to bring the origi- 
nal suit or to prefer character charges 
against the Richardson brothers, nor has 
it ever impugned their good faith in so 
What has hurt them and their 
friends, what they have not been able 
to understand, what has disturbed many 
others who are jealous for the good 
the church, is the silence of 
the agencies after the character charges 
were dismissed 
apparently. to 
ings which the 
helped to clarify. 

The Commission has spoken for the 
church as a_ whole. It has accepted 
definitely and unequivocally the verdict 
of the civil courts dismissing the char 
acter charges and said, ‘‘We are sorry.” 

All that is needed now for the matter 
to be “‘satisfactorily’’ cleared up and 
closed for all parties concerned is for 
the agencies themselves to break their 
silence and speak. No apology is ex 


doing. 


name of 


This silence was due. 
misunderstand- 
Commission has now 


certain 


pected. Only what “the Christian law 
of love’ would suggest. It should not 


be hard for Christian men to find that 
one additional word which is called for, 
and for which the report of the Assem 
bly’s commission has opened the way. 


It is time some of us nominal Chris- 
tians awakened to condition. 
repented of our complicity in the world’- 
cuilt, and got right with God.—-W. M. 
Elliott, in the Atlanta Convention. 


our real 


The Reorganization 





15. THE BOARDS 


For 80 years our church has 
told that “boards.” which 
churches have as their top 
agencies, are somehow not as efficient 
or democratic or desirable as ‘‘execu- 
tive committees.’’ Now, after all this 
time, the 1949 Assembly changed our 
executive committees to boards with no 
voiced opposition. 


been 
some 
executive 


The reasons for this change were 
made so clear and seemed so reason- 
able that there appeared to be no 


grounds for argument. 
terim committee: 


Said the ad in- 


“The word ‘board’ does not imply 
that the Assembly has abdicated its es- 
sential sovereignty in matters of super- 
vision and control. It is the term used 
generally by our sister denominations 
in designating their agencies at the level 
of the highest church court. .AS 
such it has become a relatively stand- 
ard word in matters of interdenomina- 
tional cooperation.”’ 


Control by the Assembly. it said. is 
not determined by the name but by the 
manuals. “Practically speaking, the 
executive committees of our Assembly 
exercise more than is exer- 
cised by many boards in other denomi- 
nations.” 


autonomy 


So, we now have five boards as fol- 


lows: 


1. Annuities and Relief. 
Education. 

World Missions. 
Church Extension. 
Woman's Work. 


SI oe co bo 


These boards are coordinated in plan- 
ning and administration through the 
General Council which we have already 
discussed at some length. Within the 
boards themselves there are Divisions; 
these Divisions have councils which in- 
clude numbers of persons who are par- 
ticularly qualified for that service; these 
councils are sub-committees of the 
boards and report directly to them. 

The Assembly, then, has Boards, Di 
visions and Councils for its major agen- 
it has committees for particular 
assignments: and it has the Office of 
the General Asembly for certain specific 
responsibilities. 

Membership on these boards is limited 
so that no individual may 
three suecessive terms of three 
years each on board. The Gen- 
eral Council in its October meeting de- 
clared that in 
to the boards prior service should be 
disregarded. 

The ad interim committee found that 
35 of the 65 members of executive com- 


cies; 


serve more 
than 
any 
members 


electing new 


named to those com- 
mittees by interim appointments on the 


mittees had been 


part of the committees themselves, mak- 


ing them practically self-perpetuating 


hodies Upon recommendation, then, 
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the Asembly instructed its boards to 
make no interim appointments in order 
to fill vacancies. 

Again, the boards are to elect their 
own executive secretaries. Formerly 
they were elected by the Assembly and 
responsible directly to the Assembly, 
with the result that the Assembly had 


two agents to do its work: the com- 
mittee and the secretary. Now the sec- 
retary is responsible to the board which 
elects him and he will communicate 
with the General Assembly through that 
board. 

NEXT WEEK—Realignment of the 
Agencies. 





DEACONS, 


AWAKE! 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“Could you not add generosity to 
your virtues? 1] don’t want you to read 
this as an order. It is only my sug- 
gestion, prompted by what I have seen 
in others of eagerness to help.” TI 
Cor. 8:7-8, Phillips translation. 


AKING A good deacon’s-eye view 
of it, the next Every Member Can- 
vass is at no distance; it is right 

here. It is the duty of deacons to 
“develop the grace of liberality in the 
members of the church,” says our Book 
of Church Order. Now the grace of 
liberality is not at all like an atomic 
bomb. It does not go off all at once. 
It is more like a plant with a long 
growing-season. If you want chrysan- 
themums in the fall, don’t sprinkle 
chrysanthemum seeds around in late 
August. If you want the grace of lib- 
erality when the next Every Member 
Canvass comes around, don’t wait till 
the preacher reminds you that it’s next 
month. Eleven months ahead is none 
too soon. 

Besides, the grace of liberality is an 
all-year grace. Any graceless fellow, 
about to lose half his salary at the race 
track, will put a few cents into the 
Salvation Army tambourine in order to 
insure himself good luck. That is a 
burst of liberality; but a grace is not 
a burst. The deacon’s job is not to 
pump up little explosions of generosity 
but to grow trees of it, bearing their 
fruit in every season. That takes time 
and patience. 


OW IS THIS to be done? Hardly 
by lectures. ‘You ought to be 
generous” is like all moral advice. 

You ought to be good (I am told), you 
ought to be a model of all the virtues. 
Yes sir, I know [| ought—but I could 
have told you that. I am not much 
better for your preachments. A better 
way to teach any Christian virtue is 
to give the prospect some steady prac- 
tice in it; and a good starter for this 
is to let him see, vividly. concretely. 
realistically, appealingly, just what is 
needed. Even readers of comic strips 


know how this is. Knobby Walsh, Pa- 
looka’s manager, is not a man you 
would expect to care anything at all 
for children. But now behold him a 
one-man orphans’ home—all because a 
small boy was left on his hands and 
the kid appealed to him in spite of him- 
self. 





We are all more generous if we can 
see people instead of words. ‘‘Missions’’ 
is only a word, and how dead it often 
sounds! ‘“‘Benevolences’’—it was a 
good word once, but to many persons 
it sounds like something from the treas- 
urer’s files. It is a rare man indeed 
who has a sheer dry sense of duty 
enough to induce him to ‘‘increase his 
pledge to benevolences’’ without some 
real and dramatic appeal. If you could 
take the more or less indifferent church 
member out to an actual foreign or 
home mission field and let him look 
around for himself, he would come back 
home a more generous man. Where 
there is no vision the people perish, 
they dry up for lack of an outlet. 

How bring missions alive? Bring 
some missionaries to the church. Let 
them do more than come and make 
talks. Let them stay around for a week, 
and don’t put them up at the hotel. See 
that they meet everybody possible. One 
good enthusiastic missionary is worth 
six mission study books. Be sure you 
get the right missionary, now. Not all 
good missionaries make good talkers. 
Not all missionaries have the gift of 
dramatizing their own work. But if 
you can get hold of such, make a date 
with them even if it has to be two years 
hence. 


HE DEACONS might also get be- 
hind the actual efforts now being 
made to develop the grace of lib- 

erality. In many a congregation the 
women (carefully secluded) are doing 
what the deacons ought to be doing 
for the whole church. Doesn’t your 
chureh have mission study classes, 
even one evening devoted to some book 


review? Many a deacon wouldn’t know. 
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But it is the deacon who ought to know. 
He should be in there pitching, kick- 
ing about the book if it isn’t inter- 
esting, seeing that a live book is se- 
lected, getting the men to read it. 

It is the deacons who ought to know 
more than any one else in the congre- 
gation about visual aids. If the church 
does not have a moving picture machine 
or at least a slide projector, the dea- 
cons ought to be pushing hard to get 
one. Do the deacons know about the 
wonderfully interesting books about 
mission lands and people, now in cir- 
culation for young and old? Do the 
deacons know of the moving pictures 
of missionary work which are available? 

Another thing deacons can do is to 
help groups in the church make con- 
tacts with home mission projects not 
too far away. In your own synod there 
are activities—rural parishes, mission 
schools, orphanages, hospitals, colleges 
—something that is being done by the 
church that most of the church peo- 
ple never personally looked at. And if 
they do look at it, the thing won’t ever 
be just words any more. 


ET THE PEOPLE know, let the 

the people see! The deacons who 

do this will not need to do any 
preaching or arguing, because they can- 
not do this without developing the grace 
of liberality first in themselves and 
then in the people. Little seeds of 
knowledge, dropped into the soil of sym- 
pathy and watered by the river of Life, 
will grow into the flowers of a never- 
fading grace. 








Helps om the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lessons 


Awaken interest 
Broaden knowledge 
Improve teaching 


BROADMAN COMMENTS 
1950 


R. Paul Caudill 


Heartily com- 
mended by teach- 
ers and class 
members, Broad- 
man Comments is 
the fruit of Dr. 
Caudill’s thorough 
$2.00 scholarship and 
keen consciousness of today’s 
spiritual needs. Brilliantly and 
with discerning care, the author 
provides an easy-to-follow treat- 
ment of the International Uni- 
form Sunday School Lessons for 
1950—more than 475 pages that 
will aid you immeasurably in 
Bible interpretation and lesson 
preparation. 
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AUSTIN COLLEGE 


100th Consecutive Year 


Strong, progressive, fully accredited. 
four-year senior college. 
Christian Education. 
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Co-educational, 
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WESTMINSTER COLLEGE 


Fulton, Missouri 


A Presbyterian College for Men 


Christian. 

Nearly a century of proved ability to 
meet current needs and retain the 
values of a liberal education that is 


MARY BALDWIN 
COLLEGE 


STAUNTON, VIRGINIA 


Oldest Southern Presbyterian Col- 


Thoroughness in lege for Women 


instruction 


Friendliness on the campus P 
For information write: 


FRANK B. LEWIS 
President 
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Liberal Arts, Coeducational, Presbyterian. Ac- 
credited by Association of American Univer- 
sities, Southern Association, National Associa- 
tion of Schools of Music, American Association 
of University Women, American Medical As- 
sociation, etc Charges average $2665 per se- 
mester for tuition, fees, room, board, and may 
be met in part by self-help. Address 
RALPH WALDO LLOYD, President 
Maryville. Tennessee 
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Davis and Elkins College 


Elkins, West Virginia 


Agnes Scott 


A four-year college for men and 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian 
and thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 


College 


Its location in Greater Atlanta 
offers unusual opportunities for 
specialized training, entertain- 
ment, and placement after gradu- 
ation. Agnes Scott students may 


Character 


take journalism, business adminis- student. 
tration, and other subjects at Beautiful campus; bracing cli- 
Emory University. mate; modern buildings; excellent 


For literature or other informa- 
tion, address 
President J. R. McCain, 
Agnes Scott College, 
Decatur, Georgia. 


equipment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of 
Christian men and women. 

A good place for an investment.. 


R, B. PURDUM, President 
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CHURCH NEWS 





Arkansas Now Has 


Three Presbyteries 


In addition to reorganizing to con- 
form to the General Assembly’s recently 
adopted plan, the Synod of Arkansas 
voted to revise its own boundaries and 
to make other fundamental changes. 
The meeting was held in the Pine Bluff 
ehurch. 

An ad committee, with A. 
Walton Litz of Second church, Little 
Rock, chairman, recommended: (1) re- 
vision of the standing rules; (2) estab- 
lishment of a central office; and (2) re- 


interim 


vision of the boundaries of the pres- 
hyteries. 
After long discussion, and, with 


minor changes, all three proposals were 
adopted. 
vised and the synod’s organization was 
adjusted to the Assembly’s pattern. A 
central office will be established, per- 
haps in Little Rock. Instead of the 
four existing presbyteries—one of them 
very weak—- there will be three com- 
paratively strong presbyteries. 


The standing rules were re- 


Presbyteries are Re-Formed 


In the new arrangement the Little 
Rock churches and others north and 
west will be added to Washburn Pres- 
bytery and re-named Ozark Presbytery. 
Churches in the northeast and extend- 
ing as far south as Pine Bluff, will form 
Eastern Arkansas Presbytery. Churches 
in the southwest and across the south- 
ern section of the state will become the 
re-organized and enlarged Ouachita 
Presbytery. 

These new proposals caused consider- 
able discussion advised de- 
lay, but majority, as in the 
Assembly, voted for the changes to be 
put into effect at the earlist practicable 
date. An adjourned meeting in the Sec- 
ond church. Little Rock. on Novemher 
29. has been set in order to reorganize 
the presbyteries, appoint the new com- 
mittees and care for other needs. 


and some 
a strong 


Stackable Elected Moderator 

Ruling Elder W. A. Stackable, of 
Fort Smith, was named moderator to 
succeed Claude D. Wardlaw of Central 
church, Little Rock. 

A feature of the synod meeting was 
a School of Evangelism which was held 
on the Thursday following adjournment, 
with A. F. Fogartie, superintendent of 
home missions and evangelism, presid- 
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ing. H. H. Thompson, Assembly’s di- 
rector of evangelism, led the discus- 
sions. David L. Stitt, president of 
Austin Seminary, was the inspirational 
speaker. During this conference plans 
were made for a simultaneous synod- 
wide evangelistic effort next March 19- 
April 2. 


MARION A. BOGGS. 
Little Rock. 


W. Va. Conference 
Center Is Approved 


West Virginia News Letter 


A conference center for the Synod 
of West Virginia is being acquired in 
the Bluestone’ Dam area not far from 
Hinton. A committee appointed by the 
Men-of-the-Synod which had_ investi- 
gated the possibility of the site reported 
favorably at a called meeting of the 
synod early in October and the synod 
approved the idea and appointed a com- 
mittee to work out all details. The 
site, known as ‘“‘Low Gap,” contains 
approximately 300 acres of level and 
gently rolling land. It is understood 
that these sites are made available by 
the Government on 20-year leases, sub- 
ject to renewal, at a nominal cost. The 
committee to carry through on the pro- 
ject is composed of James Salango, 
chairman; E. M. Starr, Geo. Darlington, 
John E. Fauleoner, W. E. Harrop, John 
McVey, A. G. Timberlake, C. H. Patter- 
son, and Sam McEwen. 


Kanawha Presbytery Considers 
Establishing Its Own Campsite 


Kanawha Presbytery is also investigat- 
ing a camp site for its own use. At its 
recent meeting a committee was ap- 
pointed to explore the possibilities. Im- 
mediate development of such a camp 
site is not anticipated, but the trend 
away from large youth conferences on 
the synod level to smaller conferences 
on a presbytery level has made it seem 
advisable to look ahead. Presbytery 
conferences heretofore have been held 
in sites owned and operated hy other 
agencies. 


South Charleston Churches 
Have Good leadership School 


South Charleston’s Protestant 
churches, for the first time in many 
years, united recently in a cooperative 
leadership training school at the First 
Presbyterian Church. The Methodist, 
Baptist. Church of God, Disciples and 
Presbyterian groups each secured one 
instructor. Five courses offered a wide 
range. The response was enthusiastic, 
with 237 enrolled and 150 credits 
earned. Price H. Gwynn, Jr., of Phil- 
adelphia, the Presbyterian instructor, 
said, ‘“‘This has been one of the very 
best such schools in which it has been 
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my privilege to have a part. . ae 
the close of thes chool those who at- 
tended requested the ministerial associa- 
tion to make plans for a similar school 
next fall. 


Miscellany 

The Rock Lake chapel of the First 
church, South Charleston, was organ- 
ized into a church on the last Sunday 
in October and Thomas C. Clay, for- 
merly of Buchanan, Va., has arrived to 
become pastor of this church and the 
South Park church. . Doreen Eachus 
a graduate of the Assembly’s Training 
School, has begun her work as the DRE 
of the Beckley church. . Davis and 
Elkins College has an enrollment of 
762—just 42 below last year’s. Ap- 
proximately 60 of these students are 
preparing for church vocations, as min- 
isters, missionaries, or directors of re- 
ligious education. Deputations of these 
students provide regular leadership to 
the smaller churches in the Elkins area 


each Sunday during the college term. 
WALTER W. WHITE. 
South Charleston. 





Build and Equip Now Under 


Broadway Plan Church Finance 





and continue to build as long as you 
can reach your possibilities. 

The method contemplates the issu- 
ance of 5 per cent semi-annual inter- 
est coupon bonds maturing serially 
over 13 years. 

They build and equip the church and 
at the same time constitute a safe, 
dependable investment for the mem- 
bers and others. 


Full information furnished on request. 
BROADWAY PLAN 


1408 Sterling Bldg., 
Houston, Texas, 
J. S. Bracewell, Director. 
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No Christmas gift 
will be more cherished 
by any parent, 


friend, or minister 







$10.00 at all 
bookstores, 


WESTMINSTER PRESS 
Philadelphia 


iBe 


HERE is the most complete Bible of its kind. 
“A significantly great achievement. Prepared by 
scholars from many different Protestant denomi- 
nations, it makes clear how the Bible came to be 
and what the Christian Church believes about 
it.” — Christian Herald. 





THE WESTMINSTER 


ees Study Edition of the 
~HOLY BIBLE 
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@ A self-explaining Study Edition which incor- 
porates the discoveries of modern research in 
history and archaeology, while yet retaining a 
truly Protestant and evangelical viewpoint. Brings 
the modern reader a full understanding of the 
Scriptures without abandoning the familiar and 
well-loved King James Translation. 


@ Almost 2000 pages, beautifully printed and 
bound. 126-page Concordance. Hundreds of word 
definitions, maps. Complete histories of the Old 
and New Testaments. The equivalent of a com- 
plete theological education for the general reader 
who reads it intelligently. “A magnificent edi- 
tion!” — Religious Book Club. 
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DELICIOUS 
PECAN MEATS 


Direct from Shelling Plant 


21%4-tbh. box Jumbo Halves . . .$3.40 
21%4-tb. box Medium Halves... 3.00 
10-tb. bag Broken Pieces..... 9.00 
Packed in %4-tb. or 1-tb. cellophane 
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5-Ib. bag Paper Shell Pecans in 


CO 6-8 ct waecdcvvau aud $2.50 
2-tb. box Creamy Southern Pra- 
I Yat at  atpaihied are lb ainw a5 2.00 
2-th. Holly Box Select Jumbos 
An ideal holiday gift... 2.80 


Complete Price list on Request 


C. A. HARTLEY 
PECAN CO. 


709 Dauphin St., Mobile 16, Ala. 


Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Shipping Charges Prepaid 





USA Synod of N. Y. 
Urges Care for DPs 


Syracuse, N. Y. (RNS)—The Presby- 
terian Synod of New York, meeting here, 
unanimously adopted a committee re- 
port urging every congregation in the 
state to sponsor at least one DP family. 

Earlier, John B. Dobson, of Skanea- 
teles, told the synod that in aiding dis- 
persons this country had “its 
best advertisment against Communism.” 

It is the most Christian act the 
church can do at the present time,’ he 
declared. 

The Synod also went on record as 
“alarmed by the constricting activities 
of the Congressional Committee on Un- 
American Activities, and by such actions 
as the 


placed 


banning of The Nation maga- 
zine from the public school libraries of 


New York City.” 

“We recognize in these situations,” 
the report said, ‘‘a manifestation of an 
un-Christian fear psychology that is 
abroad in the land. We call upon all 
Christians to withstand these destruc- 
tive pressures and to proclaim their 
faith in our Christian concept of free- 
dom.’’ 

The delegates affirmed their faith in 
the United Nations, and warned against 
permitting the Atlantic pact “or any 
other regional security pact’’ to become 
a substitute ‘‘for curative and creative 
such as the European Re- 
Program. 

In other actions, the synod opposed 
the formation of a millitary alliance 
with Spain; urged widespread church 
support for legislation designed to aid 
migrant agricultural workers, and rec- 
ommended observance of an annual 
‘Temperance Sunday” in every parish. 


programs” 
covery 


Cavert Speaks on Religious Liberty 


Defense of full religious liberty has 


BELHAVEN 
COLLEGE 


For Women 





Meets— 
The Demands of Parents 
The Needs of Students 
Maintains— 
Christian Atmosphere 
Well-rounded Educational Pro 
gram 
Moderate Expense 
Write: 
G. T. Gillespie, President, 
Jackson, Mississippi. 








become one of the greatest concerns 
“of all who cherish freedom,” Samuel] 
McCrea Cavert, general secretary of 
the Federal Council of Churches, de- 
clared before the synod. 


Dr. Cavert made reference to the 
“religious uniformity’ of the Roman 
Catholic Church which, he said, was 
opposed to the Protestant principle of 
the “right of private judgment.” 


“The Roman Catholic Church believes 
in religious freedom,” he said, ‘“‘but it 
is freedom with a decided difference. 
The Roman Catholic conception is really 
limited to freedom as over against the 
political power; it does not include 
freedom from ecclesiastical power. 


“The Roman Catholic Church can be 
very insistent on freedom for religion 
in the Soviet orbit, where the obstacle 
to freedom is the State, but her re- 
action is quite otherwise when the issue 
is freedom—in Spain or Argentina for 
example—for one group of Christians 
as over against a dominant ecclesiasti- 
eal institution. 

“If in the United States the practice 
of the Roman Catholic Church is much 
better than its theory, that is because 
it is living in a country which has a 
different tradition, and in which Roman 
Catholic strength is not great enough 
to warrant it in pressing for its own 
historic pattern.” 


United Front 


Dr. Cavert said that Catholics and 
Protestants should ‘‘present as much of 
a united front as possible in the main- 
tenance of the Christian faith.” 


Where Possible 


“They stand together within a com- 
mon framework of historic Christian- 
ity,”’ he said. 

Dr. Cavert asserted that while there 
were “basic” differences between Roman 
Catholicism and Protestantism, ‘‘we 
think of these differences not in a 
polemic way but for the sake of a deeper 
understanding of our faith.’’ 


CENTRE COLLEGE 
OF KENTUCKY 


Founded 1819 
LIBERAL ARTS 





SCIENCES 
MUSIC 





FINE ARTS 
Colleges For Men and Women 
On Separate Campuses 
Highest Accreditation 
Semesters begin Sept. and Feb 
WALTER A. GROVES. President 
Box 401-0, DANVILLE, KY 
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BIBLE STUDY 





The Great Invitation 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 20 


Isaiah 55:1-11 


The 55th chapter of Isaiah, assigned 
for our present study, is one of the most 
beautiful passages in all of literature. 
The opening words ‘have sung their 
way down the centuries and found place 
in Christian liturgies and in Christian 
lectionaries.’”’ The melody of the whole 
chapter is exquisite. Yet for its beauty 
of words, it has deep and solemn im- 
port, one of the most earnest presenta- 
tions of the gospel invitation to be 
found in Scripture. 

The author, as previously indicated, 
was probably a disciple of the great 
prophet Isaiah, sometimes termed the 
second Isaiah, a prophet who wrote a 
century after Isaiah himself had finished 
his labors, and after the Jews had lan- 
guished for many years in exile. His 
message begins with the stirring words, 
“Comfort ye, comfort ye my people. . .”’ 
(40:1), includes the famous description 
of the suffering Messiah (chapter 53), 
and closes with the chapter which we 
now study. Whatever his true name, 
the author is the most evangelical of 
all the prophets. 

To appreciate the significance of the 
message we should think for a moment 
of the people to whom it was first ad- 
dressed. As Professor Robert W. Rogers 
tells us (in Abingdon Bible Commen- 
tary): 


“The people had gone into exile with 
many heartburnings and with sharp 
cries against their captors, of which 
Psalm 137 is a reminder. Then Jere- 
miah (chapters 29f) wrote them an 
urgent letter desiring them to accept 
the situation as God-given national 
punishment, to be reconciled to the Bab- 
ylonians and pray for their peace, to 
give themselves diligently to the ordi- 
nary business of life, and there win 
prosperity until God should will other- 
wise for them. Some accepted his ad- 
vice and applied it with too great 
energy. The Hebrews had a gift for 
religion, perhaps never completely par- 
alleled among any other people. But 
the rudimentary possibilities of other 
kinds were in them, and in Babylonia 
these came very strongly to the fore. 
They developed immense capacities for 
business and many rose to great heights 
of wealth and power. (George Adam 
Smith reminds us that Babylon was the 
center of the world’s trade, and that it 
was in Babylon that the Jews first 
formed those mercantile habits which 
have become next to religion or, in place 
of religion, their national character). 
Of these, few retained the old religious 
fire. We need only to look about us 
—nay, even into our own hearts—to see 
how readily do religious emotions die 
when religious practices are abandoned 
even temporarily. In Babylonia there 
were no Jewish temple services, and 
great were the efforts of the prophts 
like Ezekiel and the Second Isaiah to 
keep faith alive. To those who were 
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absorbed in successful business in Bab- 
ylonia are these words addressed, call- 
ing them back to God and to religious 
thought and meditation.” 


The temptation faced by the Jews 
in Babylon is a universal temptation 
and was never more apparent than now 
—the temptation to become absorbed 
in the quest for material goods and to 
pursue ends that are purely secular, 
to the neglect and impoverishment of 
our souls. The invitation of Isaiah ac- 
cordingly is an invitation that will never 
cease to find a response in the human 
heart. We have 


I. The Invitation, 1-2 


The invitation is extended to every 
one that thirsteth. The prophet is 
speaking figuratively, of course, pri- 
marily to those who are weary of the 
exile, dissatisfied with the material pros- 
perity offered by Babylonia, but also 
to all those, through all time, who are 
conscious of needs deeper than those 
supplied by the world. 

It is an invitation to eat and to drink, 
to drink refreshing draughts of water 
that quenches one’s thirst as nothing 
else, to drink wine and milk, that satis- 
fies one’s taste. It is spiritual refresh- 
ment that he has in mind, just as later 
Jesus speaks of the bread of life, and 
the water, from which if a man drink 
he shall never thirst (John 4:14). 

It is an invitation that is free. In 
Oriental cities water sellers peddled 
their products in the streets; access to 
a well had often to be paid for. But 
the satisfactions of the religious life 
are offered freely, without money and 
without price. It is, in fact, a satis- 
faction which money cannot buy, which 
can be accepted only as the gracious 
gift of God. 

It is an invitation that satisfies the 
deepest needs of the soul, needs which 
nothing else can ever satisfy. As Au- 
gustine later put it: ‘‘Thou hast made 
us for thyself, O God, and our souls 
cannot rest until they find their rest 
in thee.”’ Secular interests provide 
satisfactions, of course, but not this 
satisfaction, not lasting satisfaction, not 
satisfaction for the deepest needs of the 
soul. ‘‘Wherefore,’? the prophet won- 
ders, ‘‘do ye spend money for that which 
is not bread, and your labor for that 
which satisfieth not? hearken diligently 
unto me, and eat ye that which is good, 
and let your soul delight itself in fat- 
ness (i. e., the choicest and most nour- 
ishing food, as it was then counted). 
“In other words, give over your mad 


race for money, spent for those things 
which can never satisfy the deep erav- 
ings of the human heart. Take instead 
that which God freely offers without 
money and without price. Says Pro- 
fessor Rogers: ‘Nowhere else in all 
the Old Testament is the gospel invita- 
tion more wonderfully foreshadowed 
than in these words of the prophet.’ 
There is, however, 


II. A Condition, 3-5 


It is the only condition: ‘‘Incline 
your ear and come unto me: hear, 
and your soul shall live.”’ The condi- 
tion imposed is simply the consent and 
submission to the heart to the divine 
will. There are no barriers between 
30d and men, except those which men 
themselves erect. And those barriers 
men themselves can remove. If they 
will only come they will find that God, 
on his part, is ready to impart a new 
life, and to make with them an ever- 
lasting covenant, even the same mercies 
or loving kindnesses promised long be- 
fore to David (Il Samuel 7:8-16). 
Isaiah gives us further glimpses of this 
covenant in 42:6-7; 49:8-9 and 61:8. 
Jeremiah, a contemporary, gives us a 
parallel picture in 31:31-33. 

One effect of the New Covenant is 
described in verses 4-5, and is suggested 
by the mention of David. In his day 
David was a great leader and a great 
commander. His successes gave him a 
position which made his religion known 
in the world and thus he witnessed for 
Jehovah. Israel shall similarly so 
testify that the nations shall turn to 
the only true God—‘‘Behold thou shalt 
call a nation that thou knowest not.’’ 
The original covenant guaranteed an 
endless dominion to the family of David 
and was generally understood as po- 
litical dominion; in Isaiah the promise 
assumes a spiritual character and be- 
comes a universal reign under the Mes- 
siah, described in chapter 53 as one who 
would be wounded for our transgres- 
sions and bruised for our iniquities, and 
here as the Holy One of Israel. 


“To obedience God then promises in- 
fluence. In place of being a mere traf- 
ficer with the nations, or at best their 
purveyor and money-lender, the Jew, 
if he obeys God, shall be priest and 
prophet of the peoples. The effect of 
the unconscious influence, which obedi- 
ence to God and surrender to him as 
his instrument are sure to work, could 
not be more grandly stated” (G. A. 
Smith). 


III. The Call to Repentance, 6-7 


“But before the Messiah can come 
men must prepare for his coming, and 
the first step is that they must be 
summoned to repentance, not to wails 
and tears as too often the modern man 
is disposed to define repentance but to 
an entirely new life.” 

“Seek ye Jehovah while he may be 
found; call upon him while he is near.” 
God is infinitely far and yet so inti- 
mately near; one who is high and lifted 
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up and yet not far from any one of 
us, for in him we live and move and 
have our being. But God does not force 
himself upon the human soul, we must 
seek him while he may be found, and 
eall upon him while he is near. But 
we do not seek him sincerely, we do not 
call upon him any hope of success, un- 
less we are ready to forsake the old 
sinful ways and the old sinful thoughts. 
But man need not fear that the Lord 
will be harsh to the sinner on his re- 
turn. Nay, says the prophet, he will 
have mercy and will abundantly pardon. 
If only a man will change his life and 
seek his God, he will, without ques- 
tion or hesitation, graciously forgive. 


IV. The Ground of Confidence, 8-13 


The ground for confidence that God 
will really do as the prophet promises 
is that he is a God far above all the 
weakness of men. His thoughts are not 
like man’s, but transcend them in every 
way. His will for men is for their 
redemption, his purposes cannot be com- 
pared with man’s. ‘For as the heavens 
are higher than the earth, so are my 
ways higher than your ways, and my 
thoughts than your thoughts.”’ 

As Dr. Skinner points out: 


“The point of the contrast is not the 
moral quality of the divine thoughts as 
opposed to those of the ‘wicked’; the 
thoughts and ways of Jehovah are his 
purposes of redemption, which are too 
vast and sublime to be measured by the 
narrow conceptions of despairing minds 
(cf Jeremiah 29:11). The verses, 
therefore, furnish a motive for repen- 
tance, but also for eager and expectant 
hope.”’ 


These especially ad- 
dressed to those Israelites who were in- 
credulous as to the possibility of res- 
toration to their own land. But they 
have a far wider application and value, 
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a rebuke to those who despair for them- 
selves or for their nations, or who at- 
tempt to limit God’s redemptive plans 
by their own narrow molds. We have 
it in the words of the familiar hymn: 


“There's a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There's a kindness in his justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 


“For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of man’s mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 

Is most wonderfully kind. 


“But we make his love too narrow, 
By false limits of our own, 
And we magnify his strictness 
With a zeal he will not own. 


“If our love were but more simple, 
We should take him at his word; 
And our lives would be all sunshine 
In the sweetness of our Lord.” 


Our confidence is grounded not only 
in God’s nature, but also in God’s word 

it cannot return to him yoid. God 
has given it an energy of its own, as 
he has to rain and snow, and it will 
fulfill its purpose as they do theirs. 
Wilbur M. Smith in Peloubet’s Select 
Notes says very finely: 


“The human heart is made for the 
Word of God as the earth is made for 
rain: when rain falls upon the earth, 
flowers, fruits, cereals, begin to grow; 
and when the word of God falls upon 
a human heart that will receive it, all 
the virtues which God originally in- 
tended should adorn human life begin 
to bloom. Without rain the earth does 
not yield her increase, and man has 
nothing to harvest by which ultimately 
his body is to be fed. Without the 
word of God in the hearts of men one 
cannot expect to see blossoming forth 
honesty. righteousness, sobriety, kind- 
ness, tenderness, joy. peace and love. 
Culture, edueation, travel a noted ances- 
try. money, a beautiful home, lovely 
clothes. an attractive personality will 
never prove an adequate substitute for 
the word of God. Man was made for 
God's truth, and without it his life is 
never full, his heart is never at rest, 
his soul is never cleansed, his way is 
never one of light and beauty. On the 
other hand, wherever the word of God 
goes, it goes with power.’’ 


Jesus carries on the thought in his 
of the kingdom. The King- 
dom comes through the sowing of the 
word in the hearts of men 


parables 


Some deny 
it entrance, some give it only a super- 
ns fruit to 
be choked by the cares of this world, 
the deceitfulness of riches, and by the 
lust of other things, but there are some 
who allow it to bear rich fruit, thirty-, 


ficial reception, some allow 
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Be faithful to the best light you 
have, and keep your heart humble 
and eager for more light.—Wallace 
M. ALSTON, in the Atlanta Conven- 
tion. 
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sixty-, or even a hundred-fold. The 
Word, once it takes its roots in the life 
of the individual or in the life of the 
world, will “bear its fruit—first the 
blade, then the ear, then the full grain 
in the ear; its influence shall spread 


finally through all the earth (Mark 
4:1-34). 
Verses 12-13 describe the joyful 


exodus from Babylon in beautiful and 
glowing, but poetical imagery. ‘‘Jeho- 
vah will come, take his people out with 
joy and peace, not as they came out of 
Egypt, but in glory and honor. Even 
the natural world shall know the im- 
port and celebrate its occurrence. The 
mountains so solid, so stolid as their 
wont has been, will unite with the 
hills in singing, while the trees clap 
their hands.” The wild wilderness 
growth, the thorn and the brier, shall 
be transformed into beautiful ever- 
greens, and shall continue growing in 
the desert after Israel has passed by 
on the way to its former home, an ever- 
lasting sign of God’s providence and 
merey. The reference here is to the 
return from the exile, but there is 
eternal truth enshrined. God’s Word 
which alone can satisfy the hunger of 
the individual will also in the end trans- 
form the world, in which man lives, 
and make it a thing of beauty and joy 
forever. That is the closing picture 
of this great unknown prophet of the 
exile; it is also the closing picture of 
the writer of Revelation: ‘And I saw 
a new heaven and a new earth, for the 
first heaven and the first earth are 
passed away. o” €2323}. 


For Further Consideration 


Is America in particular need of the 
message that we have studied? Are 
men tempted today to spend their money 
for that which is not bread, and their 


labor for that which satisfieth not? 
How? What are some of the things 
that money cannot buy’ What is it 


that the gospel alone can offer? Are 
men ever satisfied with the things of 
the world? Should we be discouraged 
by the course of world events? What 
are the grounds of our confidence? Can 
we expect a transformed world before 
the second coming of Christ? Is there 
ever a time when God cannot be found? 
What thoughts, what ways, do we as 
individuals, and as a nation, need to 
abandon if we are to secure God’s bless- 
ings for ourselves, or for our world? 
How does Isaiah’s gospel compare with 
the gospel of Christ? 


(Title and Scripture selections copy- 
righted by International Council of Re- 
ligious Education.) 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE FORMING OF AN AMERICAN 
TRADITION: A Re-examination of Co- 
lonial Presbyterianism. By Leonard J. 
Trinterud. The Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia. 352 pages, $6.50. 

No thorough and careful history of 
the Presbyterian Church in America has 
heen written now for many years. The 
series projectei by Professor L. J. 
Trinterud, of which this volume is the 
first, promises to repair that lack. The 
very thoroughness with which the 
author writes, the detailed attention 
which he gives to the various contro- 
versies in the colonial church, may rob 
this opening volume of a wide, popular 
appeal, but will commend it the more 
to anyone who is seriously concerned 
with the making of the Presbyterian 
mind. The author’s conclusions are 
drawn from a meticulous examination 
of the original sources and serve to cor- 
rect a number of misunderstandings 
that have arisen regarding our early his- 
tory. 

Throughout the whole of our colonial 
history, he indicates, there was a con- 
tinuous struggle going on between con- 
servatives and liberals. It was the lat- 
ter which shaped the Presbyterian tra- 
dition. 

The first struggle that took place be- 
tween the two groups was over sub- 
scription to the Westminster Confession 
of Faith, which was favored by the 
leaders of the Scotch-Irish or conserva- 
tive faction, and opposed by representa- 
tives of the New England or liberal 
wing. The outcome was a compromise 
in which the candidate was required to 
accept only those doctrines which were 
necessary and essential to the system of 
doctrine as a whole, the decision as to 
which articles were necessary and es- 
sential being left to the presbytery by 
which the candidate was received. In- 
cidentally, it might be pointed out that 
this is still the law of the Presbyterian 
Church, both US and USA. It was an 
attempt of the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church, USA, to over- 
ride this constitutional right of the pres- 
bytery that led to the Auburn Affirma- 
tion about which there has been so much 
controversy. ‘ 

A second controversy, and one which 
caused the first split (fortunately a 
temporary onc) in the Presbyterian 
ranks, was over the revival known as 
the Great Awakening. The growth of 
the church was almost entirely within 
the revival (liberal) wing, and it was 
they who founded the first educational 
institutions of the church, including 
what are now Princeton University, 
Washington and Lee University, and 
Hampden-Sydney College. 

As Professor Trinterud states, ‘‘The 
working out of a wise attitude toward 
the creedal responsibility of the Church, 
the quickening of the church’s spiritual 
life, the cleansing and revitalizing of 
the church’s ministry, and the securing 
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for the laity of a greater part in the 
life of the church, had all come from 
those whom (the) conservatives had 
fought as not being true Presbyterians.”’ 

The conservative faction within the 
church became the dominant one after 
the Revolutionary War, and then for 
reasons which the author is careful to 
enumerate. 

Professor Trinterud agrees with other 
careful historians in rejecting the oft- 
repeated claim that the Presbyterian 
form of government greatly influenced 
the formation of the American form of 
government. ‘‘Rather it is true,” he 
asserts, “that Calvinistic ideas of the 
state had become thoroughly blended 
into current political theory, especially 
that of Locke, and that the framers of 
the Constitution leaned heavily upon 
those political theorists who had been 
influenced most by Calvin. Of direct 
fnfluence of American Presbyterian 
ecclesiastical polity upon the framers of 
the Constitution none can be traced.” 

At the end of the Colonial period the 
Presbyterian church, according to 
Trinterud, ‘‘was the largest, best organ- 
ized, and most virile of the churches in 
the colonies), the most discerning of all 
its areas (particularly the middle 
churches) in its grasp of the total social 
mission of the church, the ablest and 
most consistent among the colonial 
churches in the defense of both religious 
and civil liberty, the greatest single edu- 
cational factor in its areas, and the 
least stratified economically of the co- 
lonial churches.”” He concludes, ‘‘Never 
since ... has American Presbyterianism 
been so much a church in history. Noth- 
ing in colonial life was alien to the 
pioneers of this church. No part of hu- 
man life fell outside the reign of God 
and the responsibility of «he church.” 

We could wish that Dr. Trinterud 
had given a little more space to the 
growth of the church in the South, but 
no historian has traced so carefully the 
development of Presbyterianism as a 
whole during this important period. It 
is a story with which all Presbyterian 
leaders should become acquainted. 


ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON. 


WORSHIP RESOURCES FOR 
YOUTH. Gathered and edited by David 
R. Porter. Association Press, New York. 
192 pp. $2.50. 


Youth and youth leaders are always 
looking for materials which will be help- 
ful for private or group worship. Here 
is a book which may be used for either 
purpose. 

Dr. Porter, out of a long and rich 
experience in youth work senses the 
spiritual aspirations and needs of youth. 
Out of his full acquaintance with the 
Bible and the religious literature of the 
ages, he has collected under challenging 
subjects, selections appropriate to these 
aspirations, and needs. The book is 
well indexed for ready reference. 

Those who use it in preparation for 
group worship should turn first to Chap- 


ter XII, ‘“‘The Why and How of Services 
of Worship.” 

It seems to me that Dr. Porter has 
made two mistakes, but these do not 
limit the usefulness of the book. They 
are simply objectionable interpretations. 
The first is in the prayers. In the 
preface he states that he omits the cus- 
tomary concluding phrases, such as 
“Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Amen,” 
for the purposes of this book, and to 
avoid what may seem to some, repe- 
titious.”’ Since Christians generally and 
Protestants in particular believe that 
our access to God’s throne of grace is 
through Jesus Christ, it is certainly no 
more repretitious to admit this than to 
open the prayer with some address to 
God the Father. 

The other objection is to his listing 
quotations from the Apocrypha as from 
the Bible. Even those who accept the 
inspiration of the Apocrypha recognize 
a difference in degree of inspiration. 

R. MATTHEW LYNN. 

Midland, Texas. 
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Religion in the Kindergarten. Rosemary 
K. Roorbach. Harpers. $2.00. 
Prayers and Meditation. 
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The Jesus Paul Preached. Perry F. 
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The New Testament in Cross Word 
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Mediterranean Meditations. Charles 
Haddon Nabers. First Presbyterian 
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DRE WANTED 





EXPANSION OF STAFF in large Presby- 

terian Church in city cf over 100,000 
creates opening for D. R E. Excellent 
opportunity for creative work. Adequate 
salary, healthful climate. Pleasant sur- 
roundings. Reply Box B-1l1 c/r PRES- 
BYTERIAN OUTLOOK. 
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MINISTERIAL His last pastorates were in the Spring- J. Louie Logan, former pastor of the 


fleld church, Sykesville, and the Har- John Calvin church, Nashviile, Tenn., 
mony church at Lisbon, from which he_ died, after a long illness, at Mariun, N. 


MENTION retired in 1938. C.. Sept. 12. 
anaes PEACE COLLEGE 


Samuel N. Cramer, Jr., from Guer- First and second-year college courses; two years of high school. Transfer, 
rant, Ky., to the Russellville, Ala., | General, Commercial, Home Economics, Music. Program develops self-control, 
academic efficiency, spiritual sincerity. Cultural advantages. Modern equip- 
ame. . ment, beautiful campus. Glee Club, Sports. All courses accredited. Applica- 
Thomas B. Lindsay from Blue Earth, tions for 1950-1951 session should be made now. For catalogue, write 
William C. Pressly, President, Raleigh, North Carolina. 











Minn., to Lime Spring, Iowa. 





GREENSBORO SERIES 


Ansley C. Moore, Sixth United Pres- 
byterian Church, Pittsburgh, will lead a QUEENS COLLEGE 
week of services at the Church of the : l arts college which offers young 
Covenant, Greensboro, N. C., Nov. 6-11. A RSE BENS SENS Wart 


ioj ‘ . women training for numerous vocations. 
of religious education for the synod. S : 
Fully accredited. 





EVANGELISM DIRECTOR Write THE REGISTRAR for information. 
Ernest EF. Dutsch, Bay City, Texas, HUNTER B. BLAKELY, President 
has begun his new work as director of . . 
evangelism for the Synod of Texas. Charlotte, North Carolina. 
Later on he expects to move to Austin 
to establish his headquarters. = 
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DEATHS S th t { M his 
William Henry Budgett Urch, 87 re- oul wes ern a emp 
on npn of rt Presnytery, Striving for the best in education and in 
Ureh ype po ae aaa te ey _— ; 

Je Bomsage rite An excellent investment for enduring and 
his last pastorate in the Central church, rewarding dividends, the enrichment of hn- 
Oklahoma City, 1923-1928. 


; - Sap cage wan lives, 
William Lorimer M*'ne, 81 of Sykes- 


Peyton N. Rhodes, President. 
ville, Md., died in Baltimore Aug. 18. in ' 











Give BOOKS This Christmas 


PRINCE OF EGYPT MARY 


by Dorothy Clarke Wilson $3.50 by Sholem Asch $3.50 
This outstanding story with its splendor and pathos is the In his incomparable manner, the author of THE NAZARENE 
winner of the second Westminster fiction award. The prince and THE APOSTLE tells the simple story of a mother’s love 
is Moses, and Mrs. Wilson's interpretation of his life as a for her divine Son, the great story of Mary, the mother of 
young man makes this a novel that will be widely read, not our Saviour. Filled with such unforgettable scenes as 
only for the appeal of its highly dramatic plot, but for its Joseph defying the slanderers of Mary, the crowded inn at 
answers to questions that are older than the pyramids and Bethlehem, Jesus defending His friendship for an outcast 
more timely than teday’s headlines. 450 pages hoy, and Marvy’s tragic journey to Jerusalem and Golgotha, 


GIVE ME THY VIN EYARD the story traces Mary’s part in the greatest epoch of history. 
A NOVEL OF THE OZARKS ROOT OUT OF DRY GROUND 


by Guy Howard $3.00 by Argye M. Brigg: $3.00 


A novel charged with power—in the beating heart of a 


fleeing fugitive, in the patient devotion of the woman who This heroic story of the common people of the great Ameri- 
loves him, in the preaching of a stranger, in the resignation can Southwest is a good novel. The Texas color is authentic, 
of a father who finds strength and courage among the hills the story moves fast, the characters are real—you will never 
where he buries his son. You will read it, reread it, remem- forget Jansie, the hunchback—it is realistic without being 
ber it, this masterly story of the mountains, which won first vulgar, Christian without being preachy, candid without be- 
place in the $10,000 Zondervan Fiction Contest ing crude, and is certain to be helpful and uplifting. Mrs. 


Briggs was born in Texas, attended Baylor College, taught 
THE BIG FISHERMAN school, and is now a homemaker in Oklahoma. 
by Lloyd C. Douglas $3.75 NO TRUMPET BEFORE HIM 


This is Peter’s story, and a daring one, for in it Jesus is S Ty eer 
Himself a central character. The world that Peter knew by Nelia Gardner White Now, $1.49 
on the shores of Galilee was the crossroads of the world, 
warring then as now. In this latest of the Lioyd C. Dougias An honest, tactless, and very human young minister dared 
novels the characters of the greatest story in Western cul- to he a Christian in spite of the powerful members of his 
ture live again. (H-M) fashionable congregation. What happens makes an absorb- 
ing story in which you will meet folks as real as your next- 
RUTH door neighbor. People from all walks of life will find this 
book easy to read, hard to forget. 
by Irving Fineman $3.00 


> 

ian Book Store 
This superb Biblical novel is the story of Ruth of Moab. P b t t 
who said to Naomi, “Whither thou guest, I will go...” and res erla 
went with her to the land of Israel. Here is the lovely Ruth 
seeking to make her life and win her love among the stern - 7 hm 7 
and embattled Israelites; Naomi, rich in knowledge of hu- 8 North Sixth Street, Ric ond, Virginia 
manity; Boaz, torn between his duties as a judge in Israel 
and his growing love for the alien Ruth. Set in the time 
of the Judges, but of striking interest today. 


1814 Main Street, Dallas, Texas 
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